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" In regard to morals, the karta knows that falsehood
is a sin. Evasion and equivocation sometimes are his
practices when direct falsehood is impossible. To avert
loss or injury he may tell an untruth. His self-love
verges on selfishness, though he is just and fair in his
dealings. . . . Servile obedience is constitutional with
him when he has to deal with superiors in office. Flat-
tery is the oil he uses to soften their minds. He is
possessed of plenty of gratitude to those who have
benefited him ; but his hatred towards his enemies is
implacable." * Of course, it is the Bengali of the old
school whose picture has here been drawn ; the young
men of the present generation, when their turn comes
to reign, will manifest a different character.

When the head of the family dies his younger brother
may take his place ; or if he has no brother, his eldest
son will rise to this dignity ; but as a rule it is not until
a man has attained to a good age that he becomes a
karta. And such is the respect shown to the position
that an elder brother will exercise as much authority
over his brothers, who may be but a year or two younger
than himself, as his father had done before him. In
the present age, when the younger members of a family
will not submit to the authority of an elder brother, a
partition of the property is made; but frequently before
this is agreed upon a good part of the estate has been
squandered in litigation.

Next in authority to the karta is the grihini, or chief
wife in the family. This may be the wife or it may be
the mother of the karta. In all matters relating to the
management of the house, and to the conduct of the
female members of the family, her influence is as great
as that of the karta in all that concerns the men. She
* "The Hindu Family System," p. 18,